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Introduction
The stage two work was carried out between the 28th June 2101 
and the 23rd Huly 2010.  During stage two of the project the master 
planning team consolidated all the public feedback and comments 
generated from the online collaborative map and workshop to es-
tablished high level project principles to guide the master plan.  The 
project principles were derived directly for the objectives of the Callan 
Park [Special Provisions] Act 2002.  Thirteen project principles were 
proposed and these received broad community support, following 
some fine tuning these final project principles wee uploaded onto the 
project website as part of the public record of the project.

In stage two the Master Plan team also carried out a precinct 
review to assess the balance between the uses on Calla  Park.  The 
analysis demonstrated that Community and Educational are the two 
largest uses on Callan Park.

Development of the Project Principles
Callan Park is a unique site that is protected by a unique piece of 
legislation, the Callan Park [Special Provisions] Act 2002.  The Callan 
Park [Special Provisions] Act has five objects. From these objects 
the Master Plan Team extracted the Guiding Purpose of each object  
to summarise the intention of each object.  Under each ‘Guiding 
Purpose’ the Master Plan Team proposed a number of draft Project 
Principles.

The table on page xxxx illustrates the progression from the Callan 
Park [Special Privisions] Act 2002 through the ‘guiding purposes’ to 
the Project Principles.

Precinct review

The Callan Park Land Use Plan 2007 suggested eight precincts to 
organise the proposed uses on Callan Park.  Although the precincts 
were never adopted they are often used by individuals and groups as-
sociated with Callan Park as geographical points of reference.

Figure no. 1 illustrates the location of the following precincts on 
Callan park:

—— 1. Waterfront Precinct 

—— 2. Kirkbride Curtilage Precinct 

—— 3. Parkland Campus Precinct 

—— 4. Non Government Organisation Precinct

—— 5. Church/Glover Street Precinct 

—— 6. Wharf Road Precinct 

—— 7. NSW Ambulance Precinct 

—— 8. Nurses’ Precinct 

—— 9. Child Care [added after the Land Use Plan 2007]
The Land Use Plan set out a series of development controls for 

each precinct, these being:

—— Preferred Land Uses

—— Maximum Gross Floor Area

—— Maximum Built Footprint

—— Building Height

—— Minimum provision of open space

—— Additional Provisions
The objective of the land Use Plan precincts was to codify de-

velopment within the different areas of Callan Park.  The definition of 
the precincts seems to have been predominantly governed by the 
projected uses rather than existing uses or character areas.

Existing Tenants
Figure no. 02 on page 88 identifies the current tenants on Callan 
Park.  The tenants have been organised according to the three uses 
permitted under the Callan Park Act; community, Education and 
Health.   The white buildings indicate the extent of vacant premises 
currently on Callan Park.

Buildings are predominantly occupied on the western side of the 
site following directives from the NSW Government.

Existing use distribution
The Callan Park Act set out three possible uses on Callan Park, Com-
munity, Education and Health.  The following diagrams illustrate how 
these there uses are currently distributed on Callan Park and indicate 
the vacant buildings on the site.

Community

Callan Park is currently open and accessible to the public.  The only 
expectations to this are the courtyard spaces that are associated with 
some of the larger buildings currently occupied by Sydney College of 
the Arts, NSW Ambulance and the University of Tasmania.

Education

There are currently three main providers of education on Callan Park, 
with the largest being Sydney College of Arts based in the Kirkbride 
Complex.  Smaller teaching facilities are used by CCDWD for nursing 

ABOVE.  Figure no.1 precinct plan from NSW News Release, 
Wednesday 22 October 2008

Project Principles
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Workshop 3-4, 24.07.2010

Objects  of  the 
ca l lan park 
act

[a ]  to  ensure 
that  the whole 
of  Cal lan Park 
remains in 
publ ic  ownersh ip 
and subject  to 
publ ic  contro l , 
and

[b]  to  ensure 
the preservat ion 
of  the areas 
of  open space 
at  Cal lan Park 
that  were in 
ex istence 
immediate ly 
before the 
commencement 
of  th is  Act ,  and 
that  extend to 
and inc lude the 
foreshore of 
I ron Cove on 
the Parramatta 
River,  and

[c ]  to  a l low 
publ ic  access 
to that  open 
space,  inc luding 
the foreshore, 
for  publ ic 
recreat ional 
purposes of  both 
an act ive and a 
pass ive nature, 
and

[d]  to  preserve 
the her i tage 
s ign i f icance of 
Cal lan Park, 
inc luding 
i ts  h is tor ic 
bu i ld ings, 
gardens and 
other  landscape 
features,  and

[e ]  to  impose 
appropr iate 
contro ls  on 
the future 
development  of 
Cal lan Park.

Guid ing 
purpose

Governance Preserv ing and 
Managing Open 
Space

Publ ic  Access to 
Open Space that 
offers  Act ive 
and Pass ive 
Recreat ion

Preserv ing 
the Her i tage 
Sign i f icance of 
Cal lan Park

Future 
Development 
of  Heal th , 
not- for  prof i t 
Communi ty 
and not- for-
prof i t  Educat ion 
Faci l i t ies  at 
Cal lan Park

Pro ject 
pr inc ip les

Ensure public 
representation and 
accountability in the 
body that governs 
Callan Park.

Improve the quality 
of community 
lands through 
conservation, 
restoration and 
management.

Preserve public 
access to open 
space and the iron 
cove foreshore.

Ensure that 
best practice 
conservation 
processes are 
applied to historic 
buildings, gardens 
and other landscape 
features.

Ensure that Callan 
Park develops 
as a place for 
strengthening 
and restoring 
mental health and 
community wellness.

Provide a suitable 
transparent 
governance structure 
that can fund and 
manage Callan Park.

Ensure an equitable 
balance between 
passive and 
active recreation 
to contribute to 
community health 
and wellbeing.

Encourage public 
use of buildings 
acknowledged as 
having the most 
heritage significance.

Ensure an equitable 
balance of 
community, health 
and educational 
uses at Callan Park.

Ensure Callan Park 
is a world-leading 
model for social, 
environmental 
and economic 
sustainability.

Develop public 
transport, pedestrian 
and cycling 
infrastructure to 
broaden public 
access and reduce 
traffic intrusion.

Ensure that the 
history of Callan Park 
is celebrated and 
documented on site.

Link community, 
health and 
educational uses 
to create a single 
shared identity at 
Callan Park.

Ensure that 
community, health 
and education 
uses at Callan 
Park demonstrate 
a commitment to 
social, environmental 
and economic 
sustainability.

training, NSW Ambulance and the University of Tasmania.

Health

—— The current representation of Health on Callan Park is limited to a 
number of NGOs.  The largest NGO is We Who Help Ourselves 
[WHOS].  WHOS currently have 120 beds on Calla Park and oc-

cupy the majority of the buildings top the west of Wharf Road.    

Balance of uses on Callan Park
It is important that the master plan is developed with a clear under-
standing of how any new Community, Education and Health uses on 
Callan Park relate to the existing uses on the site.   The suitability of 
uses new buildings should also be assessed according to their prox-
imity to existing uses and the potential for any conflicts and synergies.

ABOVE RIGHT. Table 1 Objects of the Callan Park Act. LOWER 
RIGHT. Callan Park Wordle.
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ABOVE.  Figure no.2 building tenants diagram
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Consultation summary

During stage two of the master plan the following consultations were 
carried out:

Online consultation and participation

Website open for feedback -26 July until Friday 13th August

Registered users were invited to agree or disagree with the draft 
project principles. the final results of the online consultation dem-
onstrated over 88% or ‘agrees’ with the draft principles.  As a result 
of this feedback and detailed comments from an online survey final 
Project Principles were drafted.

Website visitation

The following statistics show the online traffic generated during stage 
two of the web based consultation:

—— 1,321 Visits

—— 6,254 Page views

—— 4.73 Pages/Visit

—— 04.59 Average minutes on site per visit

Community workshops

Community Workshop 3 & 4 - Saturday July 24 2010

This workshop began with a detailed discussion of the Callan Park 
[Special Provisions] Act 2002.  This unique piece of legislation de-

scribes what can and can’t be done at Callan Park.  The draft Project 
Principles which will guide the Master Plan team in their work are 
based on the five objectives of the Callan Park [Special Provisions] 
Act 2002.  More than 50 workshop participants worked in small 
discussion groups to provide consensus feedback to the draft Project 
Principles.  After the workshop the worksheets completed during the 
session were published on the website.

Stakeholder engagement

Existing lease and landholders - Tuesday 6 July 

Purpose: to inform this group of the structure of the Master Plan proc-
ess, including the web based consultation process and the proposed 
meetings with other organisations and stakeholders.

Issues raised and discussed:

—— Description of the activities and services carried out on Callan Park

—— Interpretations The Callan Park (special Provisions) Act 2002

—— Parking

—— Making submissions during the process

Leichhardt sporting groups - Monday 19 July

Purpose: to inform this group of the structure of the Master Plan proc-
ess, including the web based consultation process and the proposed 
meetings with other organisations and stakeholders and to learn how 
local sporting groups currently use Callan Park.

Issues raised and discussed:

ABOVE. Callan Park Uses Diagram

Project Principles
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—— The inability of most sporting representatives to attend workshops 
on Saturdays

—— The lack of sports field within the Leichhardt LGA

—— The sporting calendars of the groups present

—— Making submissions during the process

Update to Leichhardt Councillors - Tuesday 20 July

Purpose: to provide local elected representatives with an update on 
the progress of the Master Plan, and feedback on emerging issues 
and participation.

Issues raised and discussed:

—— An update on the process where we are and what next

—— Community participation and workshops

—— Importance of Mental Health services on Callan Park

Wednesday 21 July – Friends of Callan Park

Purpose: to provide the Friends of Callan Park with a preview of the 
Draft Mental Health Discussion Paper.

Agreement with the five areas of focus for mental health services 
on Callan Park:

—— Health & Lifestyle

—— Vocation & Social

—— Residential

—— Information & Support

—— Education, Training & Research 

Have your say stage 2
Stage 2 of community engagement for the Callan Park Master Plan 
commenced with a workshop in the Callan Park Recreation Hall on 
Saturday 28 August.

This workshop introduced the Draft Project Principles, which were 
launched online at callanparkyourplan.com.au on Monday 30 August.

After analysis of Stage 1 issues and opportunites, the Draft Project 
Principles presented to the community were based on the objects of 
the Callan Park (Special Provisions) Act 2002, the unique legislation 
designed to protect and promote Callan Park.

Leichhardt Mayor Jamie Parker introduced the workshop to a 
background of the legislation.

Links to the Callan Park (Special Provisions) Act 2002 were in-
cluded on the Have Your say page of the website.

The results of this stage indicate strong support for the Draft 
Project Principles as presented to the community.

Online, most contributors chose not to comment on the principles, 
instead either Agreeing or Disagreeing. All the comments of those 
who added words to their Agreement or Disagreement are included in 
this report.

At the workshop, participants agreed to form a united ‘Table 
Response’ to the Draft Project Principles. All the comments generated 
by the tables are included in this report and are marked (WST - with a 
table number).

The Draft Project Principle with the least community support was 
‘Link community, health and educational uses to create a single 
shared identity at Callan Park’. Many disliked the idea of a shared 
identity, with its connotations of a commercial brand. This Draft 
Project Principle has been revised to reflect community suggestions 
about how to improve it.

Objects of the Callan Park (Special Provisions) Act 2002

—— a) to ensure that the whole of Callan Park remains in public owner-
ship and subject to public control, and

—— b) to ensure the preservation of the areas of open space at Callan 
Park that were in existence immediately before the commence-
ment of this Act, and that extend to and include the foreshore of 
Iron Cove on the Parramatta River, and

c) to allow public access to that open space, including the foreshore, 
for public recreational purposes of both an active and a passive 
nature, and

d) to preserve the heritage significance of Callan Park, including its 
historic buildings, gardens and other landscape features, and

e) to impose appropriate controls on the future development of Callan 
Park.

Object Guiding Background

Object a) to ensure that 
the whole of Callan Park 
remains in public owner-
ship and subject to public 
control

Governance 93% support The Callan Park Act says that the Minister can contract 
the care, control and management of Callan Park and 
its buildings to Leichhardt Council or to a trust.

The community has made suggestions about how 
Callan Park can be managed to ensure representation 
and transparency.

The Callan Park Act does not define how a trust should 
be structured.

How could a trust be structured to ensure that it can 
fund and manage the care and control of Callan Park 
in an equitable, transparent way that is representative 
of the public?

DRAFT PROJECT PRINCI-
PLE

AGREE DISAGREE

Ensure public representa-
tion and accountability 
in the body that governs 
Callan Park.

Online 79 Online 2

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 88 Total 2

Provide a suitable 
transparent governance 
structure that can fund 
and manage Callan Park.

Online 68 Online 2

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 77 Total 2

Ensure Callan Park is a 
world-leading model for 
social, environmental and 
economic sustainability.

Online 61 Online 12

Workshop 8 Workshop 1

Total 69 Total 13

LOWER RIGHT. Table 2 Workshop Results

Project Principles
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Governance 93% support! !

Ensure public representation and account-
ability in the body that governs Callan Park.

Provide a suitable transparent governance 
structure that can fund and manage Callan 
Park.

Ensure Callan Park is a world-leading model 
for social, environmental and economic 
sustainability.

—— Need to ensure that the Park is main-
tained for the purposes intended for public 
space not commercial purposes. The 
public will not benefit from commercial use 
and ensure commercial sell offs will not 
occur

—— There should be an overriding body 
to ensure probity and transparency. 
Organisations selected for the site should 
be selected on their merits not just 
because they make comments on the 
master plan.

—— It is important that the public have some 
involvement in what happens at Callan 
Park because it is a vital community re-
source, being affected by the outcomes, 
should be involved in the governance

—— In order the park to be optimised some 
of the facilities should be placed in the 
hands of the sporting bodies or organi-
sations. This would ensure correct and 
maximum usage of the facilities provided

—— seems obvious at this stage of Callan 
Park story that community cherish as 
public asset- but point to add is should be 
substantial local, community and resident 
representation in governance body

—— Callan Park is far too valuable to be 
shrouded in secrecy

—— a majority local community representa-
tion -it’s a public site with a specific local 
and community focus and in terms of its 
effects

—— Callan Park should be managed by a trust 
that is accountable to the public

—— governance of callan park needs to be 
explicit and transparent to ensure this 
valuable public space is not exploited for 
commercial gain

—— Independent body broad representation 
Trust (WST1)

—— Should include local (meaning residents 
and Council), also need skills and exper-
tise (WST3)

—— Define public representation. Include 
the word ‘local’. How is governing body 
determined? Who chooses the members? 
Accountable to whom? Trust? (WST4)

—— Trust with public representation (WST5) 
Needs to address the breadth of public

—— representation (WST6)

—— The cannot be integirty without complete 
accountability

—— This will ensure transparency and ac-
countability from the organisations using 
the site

—— Not certain of the background to this 
principle. Funding will need to be secured 
from a range of sources, including, prob-
ably, local, State and federal governments.

—— Transparency is very important to promote 
community trust in the future develop-
ments and use of the site

—— obvious

—— transparency and accountability are basic 
for all public and community sites - esp 
ones so cherished

—— Needs to be a representative body that 
can attract funding from government and 
other sources towards being self-sufficient 
relating to local government and local 
community (WST1)

—— Meetings should be open and trans-
parent whoever is the governing body. 
Management and funding should be 
considered separately - otherwise local 
Council ruled out (WST3)

—— Could you provide a discussion paper that 
details legally valid options for the govern-
ing body and discusses the positives and 
negatives of each one (WST4)

—— Trust with public representation (WST5) 
Transparency is the key so a clear proc-
ess for

—— transparency is required (WST6)

—— Provided it includes a trust as an option 
for discussion (WST7)

—— Is it going to be a trust or an elected 
body? Who will form them? We respect 
the work of the Friends of Callan Park and 
expect them to be represented appropri-
ately. (WST9)

—— Ensure Callan Park is a world-leading 
model for therapy. Social, environmental 
and economic sustainability are second-
ary, though part of the whole. Sustainable 
has almost no meaning.

—— Nicely idealistic but hard to implement 
especially when the three principles will 
often be in conflict. Incidentally what does 
“social sustainability” mean

—— This is not a competition, or a chest 
thumping excercise for politicians

—— The master planning process offers an 
opportunity to make Callan Park sustain-
able, an opportunity we should not miss. 
Having a working City Farm on site would 
be a great way to do this.

—— Would like Callan Park to be a world lead-
ing site for mental health facilities as it was 
originally set up for

—— get great plan - if it turns out to be unique 
by world standards in mixing mental health 
with community’s enjoyment,in capitalizing 
and building on local community’s history 
of sharing thus - great

—— Callan Park should be a world-leading 
mental health facility - it should be a true 
asylum

—— Mental health, aboriginal heritage, horticul-
ture historical (WST1)

—— Motherhood statement - not critical - nice 
to have (WST2)

—— Aim for zero emissions - close many 
roads, tri-generation, water-recycling, 
plant species, staged introduction of ‘no-
traffic’ days, BBQ’s and lights powered by 
solar (WST3)

—— Replace ‘world leading’ with ‘best practice’ 
- world leading model is unquantifiable 
(WST4)

—— Good goal - yes has to be a world class 
model - should be supported by State 
and Federal Government (WST5)

—— ‘World leading’ clearly ambitious suggest 
‘best practice’ (WST6)

—— Will be happy if we are outstanding 
(WST7)

—— Further consultation with other profes-
sional and non-professional stakeholders 
working with patients (WST8)

—— The three tiers of government should fund 

Object Guiding Background

Object b) to ensure the 
preservation of the areas 
of open space at Callan 
Park that were in exist-
ence immediately before 
the commencement of 
this Act, and that extend 
to and include the fore-
shore of Iron Cove on the 
Parramatta River

Preserving and Managing Open Space 98% support The Callan Park Act says that new development at 
Callan Park should not result in less open space than 
exists now, or more built floor area than exists now.

However there is more to preserving open space than 
just restricting development. Open space must be 
managed and maintained.

The community has raised issues about funding and 
maintaining all areas of Callan Park.

How can the Master Plan ensure the preservation of 
existing open space at Callan Park?

DRAFT PROJECT PRIN-
CIPLE

AGREE DISAGREE

Improve the quality of 
community lands through 
conservation, restoration 
and management.

Online 78 Online 2

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 87 Total 2

Preserving & Managing Open Space 98% support!

Improve the quality of community lands through conservation, resto-
ration and management.

TOP LEFT. Table 2 Workshop Results Continued, MIDDLE LEFT. 
Table 3. Workshop Results, LOWER LEFT.  Table 4.Preserving & 

Managing Open Space 98% Support

Project Principles



PAGE 93 Callan Park Masterplan

—— Need to ensure that the Park is maintained for the purposes 
intended for public space not commercial purposes. The public 
will not benefit from commercial use and ensure commercial sell 
offs will not occur

—— There should be an overriding body to ensure probity and trans-
parency. Organisations selected for the site should be selected 
on their merits not just because they make comments on the 
master plan.

—— It is important that the public have some involvement in what 
happens at Callan Park because it is a vital community resource, 
being affected by the outcomes, should be involved in the 
governance

—— In order the park to be optimised some of the facilities should 
be placed in the hands of the sporting bodies or organisations. 
This would ensure correct and maximum usage of the facilities 
provided

—— seems obvious at this stage of Callan Park story that community 
cherish as public asset- but point to add is should be substan-
tial local, community and resident representation in governance 
body

—— Callan Park is far too valuable to be shrouded in secrecy

—— a majority local community representation -it’s a public site with a 
specific local and community focus and in terms of its effects

—— Callan Park should be managed by a trust that is accountable to 
the public

—— governance of callan park needs to be explicit and transparent 
to ensure this valuable public space is not exploited for com-
mercial gain

—— Independent body broad representation Trust (WST1)

—— Specifically maintain heritage gardens, maintain existing open 
space, regeneration of bushland on Callan Point, recognition of 
Callan parks inherent tranquility and need to protect this (WST3)

—— The principle acknowledges that the open space footprint is 
preserved, but that remediation and restoration activities are 
appropriate. It should also cover the retention of sight lines to the 
harbour (WST4)

—— Does the term ‘community lands’ address the issue of bound-
ary situations e.g. SCArts open space meets community ‘open 
space’ (WST6) (should include the word) maintain as well as 
improve - flexibility (WST7) We agree with above (WST8)

—— we need to keep in mind and take into account the needs of the 
mentally ill in relation to the use of open space areas. The open 
space has to be preserved for all wildlife that live in the park 
(WST9)

Object Guiding Purpose Background

Object c) to allow pub-
lic access to that open 
space, including the fore-
shore, for public recrea-
tional purposes of both an 
active and a passive nature

Public Access to Open Space that offers Active & Pas-
sive Recreation

92% support

The Callan Park Act does not describe how best 
to provide and maintain public access to the open 
space at Callan Park.

There are many issues around access to and within 
Callan Park: car travel, parking, bike access and 
facilities, public transport services, access by water, 
and pedestrian safety within Callan Park.

The Callan Park Act does not describe how to man-
age equitable access to individuals and groups who 
want to engage in active and passive recreation.

The community has many aspirations about, and 
suggestions for, the types of active and passive 
recreation which can be undertaken at Callan Park.

How can the Master Plan address access in a way 
that is consistent with the objects of The Callan Park 
Act?

DRAFT PROJECT PRIN-
CIPLE

AGREE DISAGREE

Preserve public access to 
open space and the iron 
cove foreshore

Online 77 Online 2

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 86 Total 2

Develop public trans-
port and infrastructure to 
broaden public access and 
reduce traffic intrusion

Online 60 Online 7

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 69 Total 9

Ensure an equitable bal-
ance between passive 
and active recreation to 
contribute to community 
health and wellbeing

Online 58 Online 10

Workshop 9 Workshop 3

Total 67 Total 13

LOWER RIGHT. Table 5. Workshop Results

Project Principles
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Public Access to Open Space that offers Active & Passive Recreation 92% support!!

Preserve public access to open space and 
the Iron Cove foreshore

Develop public transport and infrastructure to broaden public 
access and reduce traffic intrusion

Ensure an equitable balance between passive and active 
recreation to contribute to community health and wellbe-
ing

—— I support Friends of Callan Park, ensure 
it is like the Centenial Park of the Inner 
West.

—— Should increase access to the public 
where possible.

—— The Bay Run is an immensely popular rec-
reation use which needs to be upgraded 
and maintained. The site also provides 
important green space in the innerwest.

—— callan park is a community resoource, and 
access and use by all factions should be 
encouraged - sports, cycling commuters, 
dog walkers

—— It is critical that Callan Park remain open 
space for sporting groups to ensure that 
the health

—— green space is precious to this community 
which have small yards, high density and 
lack of public green psace percapita than 
other most other municipalities

—— precious in high density area for so many 
reasons

—— Yes maintain 2002 conditions in relation 
to areas dedicated to Menthal Health & 
public access (WST3)

—— Strong planning consideration of access 
(WST4)

—— Look at safety issues for park and people 
using park. Safe areas for patients to walk 
in to be monitored could friends or carers 
come to take for a walk. Previous arrange-
ments for Park worked well with local 
community users. (WST8)

—— Callan Park as an entity keeps people 
sane - our spiritual recharge - a preventa-
tive, but some of us would like to see 
something specifically for the mentally ill 
(WST9)

—— This is a double-edged question. No reason to reduce 
current traffic levels, though more traffic would not be a 
good idea. However, I see the issue of public transport as 
HUGELY important in the area.

—— With public buses running along the boundary public 
transport is probably OK. There is a very difficult balance 
in keeping the green space while providing parking for the 
public who need to travel to use it.

—— Buses that currently run along Darling st and balmain rd 
will suffice. And with the possible light rail not too far away. 
Allowing parking facilities will be a disaster. It worked fine for 
years as is.

—— but also to keep motorised vehicles out of the park as 
much as possible

—— traffic and parking should be strictly minimised in parkwhen 
thinking of broadening access remember about 86% of the 
municipality use Callan Park in some way already - Council 
Piazza study 2008

—— community fought hard for this green space. None of 
it should be traded for car parking this means no more 
cars in park than currently - it’s at limit, arguably too much 
already cars hurt sanctuary

—— Eliminate cars except for disability access. Shuttle buses 
(WST1)

—— Another motherhood statement (WST2)

—— Close off roads wherever possible, minimise parking, 
remover foreshore parking, provide disabled parking, limit 
hours of deliveries (WST3)

—— Limit motor vehicle access. Separate pedestrians and 
cycling areas (WST4)

—— Reduce cars (WST5)

—— Traffic not an adequate term - you mean motorised traffic? 
Separate cycling and walking (WST6)

—— Concerns of public transport through the park - no govern-
ment buses through park happy with community buses 
(WST7)

—— Ferry stop, public transport stop OK. No to horseriding, not 
to speed cycling make cycleways on roads, yes to leisurely 
children and women. Lock park up at night to prevent 
vandalism, hoons speeding. Give regular groups keys to 
lock up (WST8)

—— Please bear in mind the needs of physically disabled, eld-
erly, parents with prams (WST9)

—— Clear divisions between passive and active space 
need to be managed. Callan Park was a place de-
signed for contemplative healing, and quiet pockets 
are important.

—— It is important to recognize that passive recreation-
ists are not organized in the way that sporting groups 
and other interest groups area. If groups with multiple 
members lobby for an imbalance of activities at Callan 
Park, this lobbying should be adjusted to account for 
the lack of organization by individuals. Group feed-
back should not overwhelm the process. The Master 
Plan must balance needs and desires to achieve an 
outcome that is best for the community.

—— We need to address the need for psychological and 
spiritual ‘fitness’ as well as physical fitness. I suggest a 
labyrinth for walking meditation.

—— Sufficient space must be allocated for the use of local 
Community Sporting Clubs as there are currently too 
few grounds available to cater for the numbers of local 
residents wishing to participate

—— I don’t understand what this one means! I agree that 
there needs to be space for quiet contemplation.

—— Balance is important in this area, the site is important 
for organised sporting groups, but also provides much 
needed natural green recreation space for individuals.

—— i support some active rec but is risk it gets too much 
voice compared with so-called passive because of 
way sport groups able to organise. Past surveys show 
huge prefs passive but no pass rec club

—— This question does not make sense - the park used to 
belong to the mentally ill and it should be returned to 
them as soon as possible. Onlyy then will there be a 
“balance” in it use.

—— Keep current balance forbid private interests in 
sport(WST1)

—— Prioritise passive over active - less land dedicated to 
sports facilities (or nonr) Specialised picnic facilities 
should only be provided within existing sports facilities 
(WST3)

—— Keep informal in the balance. Retain passive space for 
creative, imaginative exploration, not over prescribed 
activities (WST4)

—— Diverse useage for all community No third oval, 2 is 
plenty (WST5)

—— To be screened by Callan Park Act (WST8)

Object Guiding Background

Object d) to preserve the 
heritage significance of 
Callan Park, including its 
historic buildings, gardens 
and other landscape 
features

Preserving the Heritage Significance of Callan Park

92% support

The historic buildings at Callan Park do not all have the 
same heritage significance.

The community has made many suggestions about 
which buildings might be suitable for particular uses.

How can the Master Plan ensure that adaptive re-use 
of buildings will maintain and potentially enhance the 
heritage significance of Callan Park?

DRAFT PROJECT PRIN-
CIPLE

AGREE DISAGREE

Ensure that best practice 
conservation processes 
are applied to historic 
buildings, gardens and 
other landscape features

Online 68 Online 5

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 77 Total 5

Encourage public use of 
buildings acknowledged 
as having the most herit-
age significance

Online 59 Online 7

Workshop 8 Workshop 1

Total 67 Total 2

Ensure that the history of 
Callan Park is celebrated 
and documented on site

Online 63 Online 5

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 72 Total 5

ABOVE LEFT.  Table 6 Public Access to Open Space that offers 
Active & Passive Recreation 92% support  LOWER LEFT Table 7. 

Workshop Results.:
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Preserving the Heritage Significance of Callan Park: 92% support! !

Ensure that best practice conservation 
processes are applied to historic buildings, 
gardens and other landscape features

Encourage public use of buildings acknowl-
edged as having the most heritage signifi-
cance

Ensure that the history of Callan Park is cel-
ebrated and documented on site

—— Strange no comments. There must be 
some balance with sustainable conserva-
tion

—— I think the historic sandstone and other 
buildings should remain and the gardens 
restored. Possibly the newer buildings 
could go.

—— The site has enduring historical value 
which can be successfully maintained 
while being re-purposed for current com-
munity needs

—— I would want the buildings used for ac-
commodation - not roped off as museums

—— and heritage preservation of culturally, 
aesthetically and historically significant 
trees

—— green space is precious to this community 
which have small yards, high density and 
lack of public green psace percapita than 
other most other municipalities

—— Strongly support (WST1) Not always nec-
essary to employe expensive

—— heritage architects (WST3)

—— Retain buildings from ALL eras to reflect 
the amenity and history of the site (WST4)

—— Heritage can be cultural and/or environ-
mental (Burra Charter) needs to reflect 
Environmental Heritage (WST6)

—— Broughton Hall overlooked in herit-
age study - redefinition into Exceptional 
(WST7)

—— As stated and as has existed in Park. 
(WST8)

—— Aboriginal history and acknowledgment is 
essential (WST9)

—— Important that the Park is alive and func-
tioning.

—— A good aim but secondary to the primary 
function of providing care, whioh should 
be fulfilled in priority.

—— Public access is worthwhile peserving but 
public use might not be the most appro-
priate for potentially fragile buildings that 
are expensive to maintain

—— Active use = ongoing maintenance.

—— But also ensure commercial interests 
don’t take over other buildings. Should 
have sense of public access to all of the 
site.

—— The heritage buildings are a beautiful pub-
lic resource which need to be used, the 
site is perfect for art and music festivals, 
and active use would help fund mainte-
nance.

—— This is more vague jargon that I cannot 
fathom or comment on.

—— This is vague and does not make sense 
until the major buildings are used to sup-
port people with a mental illness

—— Strongly encourage. Less significant build-
ings open to propositions (WST1)

—— Another motherhood statement (WST2)

—— Change the word ‘use of’ to access to’ 
(WST3)

—— Yes for community groups. Priority to 
mental support group rehabilitation groups 
disability 1 in 10 children in schools, 
Autism groups, 1/4 youth anxiety due to 
drinking, Support Groups (WST8)

—— No private or exclusive use of the best 
heritage listed buildings - but mentally ill 
issues should override this (WST9)

—— Be good to be in the Sydney guidebooks 
finally.

—— The mental health history should be 
primary. The memorialised history should 
show how CP’s contemporary functions 
fulfil, and the continuity of, the original 
trust.

—— Callan Park is a cultural landscape of na-
tional significance - “celebration” sounds 
like bread and circuses!

—— I would like mental health facilities to be 
returned to Callan Park and be part of 
itscurrent ‘living history’.

—— mental health history very important - 
should be respected - and hopefully con-
tinued...community unique in its capacity 
to share site with mental health

—— This is a side issue, a mere distraction that 
should be postponed until Callan Park is 
given back to the mentally ill, for whose 
curing it was originally developed and from 
whom it was shamelessly taken away.

—— i support some active rec but is risk it gets 
too much voice compared with so-called 
passive because of way sport groups 
able to organise. Past surveys show huge 
prefs passive but no pass rec club

—— This question does not make sense - the 
park used to belong to the mentally ill and 
it should be returned to them as soon as 
possible. Onlyy then will there be a “bal-
ance” in it use.

—— Memorial gardens, permanent exhibition, 
Information Centre (WST1)

—— Signage and Callan Park include a local 
history museum or display Aboriginal 
cultural centre & history museum or in a 
heritage building (WST3)

—— In aesthetically acceptable (WST4) Overall 
protection plan - security.ranger?

—— (WST7)

—— Keeps in public focus the history of the 
Park. Continue historical walks and please 
educate the public on mental health 
(WST8)

—— Not only documented but a more perma-
nent museum? (WST9)

Object Guiding Background

Object e) to impose ap-
propriate controls on the 
future development of 
Callan Park

Future Development of Health, not-for- profit Commu-
nity and not-for-profit Education Facilities at Callan Park

82% support

The historic buildings at Callan Park do not all have the 
same heritage significance.

The community has made many suggestions about 
which buildings might be suitable for particular uses.

How can the Master Plan ensure that adaptive re-use 
of buildings will maintain and potentially enhance the 
heritage significance of Callan Park?

DRAFT PROJECT PRIN-
CIPLE

AGREE DISAGREE

Ensure an equitable bal-
ance of community, health 
and educational uses at 
Callan Park

Online 61 Online 14

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 70 Total 2

Link community, health 
and educational uses to 
create a single shared 
identity at Callan Park

Online 41 Online 19

Workshop 8 Workshop 1

Total 49 Total 20

Ensure that community, 
health and education uses 
at Callan Park demon-
strate a commitment to 
social, environmental and 
economic sustainability

Online 62 Online 8

Workshop 9 Workshop 0

Total 71 Total 8

ABOVE RIGHT. Table 8 Preserving the Heritage Significance of 
Callan Park. BELOW RIGHT. Table 9 Workshop Results.
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Future Development of Health, not-for-profit Community and not-for-profit Education Facilities at Callan Park: 82% support

Ensure an equitable balance of community, health and educa-
tional uses at Callan Park

Link community, health and educational uses to create a single 
shared identity at Callan Park

Ensure that community, health and educa-
tion uses at Callan Park demonstrate a 
commitment to social, environmental and 
economic sustainability

What does equitable mean in this context??

I agree with all or most of these principles, but the fact is they 
are “motherhood” statements, that no- one would disagree 
with. I use Callan Pk for soccer, jogging, cycling, film-making, 
picnics..

The function of mental health upon which trust the land was first 
sequestered must remain primary. CP provides first a continu-
ous path back from illness to healthy and happy social integra-
tion.

As long as the land is put to good use then there shouldn’t be a 
need to define what that use is. Why close doors?

I would like to see a more specific reference to mental health 
uses.

We need to pull our rapidly declining quality of mental health 
care services out of a Third World mentality and re-create world 
class examples of rehabilitation and recovery services on this 
site.

Need specific reference to mental health uses. Also, use for 
musical and other artistic pursuits - see Melbourne’s Abbotsford 
Convent as a great model - www.abbotsfordconvent.com.au/

The park should be financially sustinable with capital subsidies 
only and if necessary. This may include some commercial 
components

Health and education are very broad aims, I would like to see 
a City Farm included here, as it provides environmental and 
educational benefits for the community, and can link to mental 
health too.

If places are used, they are protected.

My concern here is that educational services in this country are 
a significant revenue stream. We need a clear understanding of 
how equitable services will be determined. Financial or social 
equity?

Buildings should be used for accommodation, not education.

tricky term to agree or disagree with - Equitable does not mean 
‘equal’ but means ‘fair’ by a justifiable measure. eg an equitable 
taxation system is not necessary equal for all.

Equitable is vague. Could it mean 1/3 of the land area devoted 
to a private health complex for the rich? If so, I oppose this 
idea- public benefit is paramount.

Restore the public psychiatric hospital. People with a chronic 
mental illness need the tranquil environment to recover from 
a psychotic episode. This right that was taken away with the 
hospital closure.

equitable is a vague term

public mental health uses please...stepped recovery use for 
cottages and make this not for AA etc or the ex head of NRMA 
but for chronic mental health eg schizophrenia suffers

There should be some reference to using the park to help 
people with mental illness. Callan Park used to belong to the 
mentally ill and it was taken away from them.

—— What does this mean? Single identity??.

—— Will a linked community system mean excessive branding in 
the corporate sense of the word? The danger of this could 
be a reduction of Callan Park’s capacity to be interesting and 
varied. .

—— A single identity suffocates those who disagree, and in particu-
lar the mentally ill.

—— As long as the management of the Park as a whole is run by a 
single body why is it useful to force disparate users together?

—— I do not understand what this means.

—— Callan Park was given to the community for mental health pur-
pose, and should remain a health orientated environment..

—— Only if it all relates to mental health e.g. community farm 
worked by residents of Callan Park rehab services and the 
local community.

—— Having spent most of my years walking the grounds of CP..I 
thought it excellent fior those needing mental health help while 
remaing part of the community and tucked away from society.

—— Make sure the site is not overly commercialised. Needs to 
preserve a community feel, and a sense of safety and sanctu-
ary for those seeking help for mental illnesses.

—— There may be financially viable parts e.g concessions for 
eating and drinking,retirement housing, other tasteful hous-
ing, retail and commercial in line with the rinciple of financially 
sustainability

—— I’m not sure the wide range of uses of Callan Park can, or 
should, be molded into forming a ‘single’ identity. Common 
principles can govern a range of activities on the site, activities 
be distinct.

—— Mental health is missing from the questionnaire. A state-of-the-
art psychiatric teaching hospital is needed and the park shared 
with the public as it used to be.

—— What do you mean by “health”? Why no specific mention of 
mental health.

—— Peace linked to mental well-being is possible link - the com-
munity, mental health and SCA have informally shared it under 
this identity historically - it can continue

—— The original trust for therapeutic 
purposes must remain primary and 
perpetual. These considerations are 
meretricious - can be used to sub-
sume the original trust, whilst describ-
ing as e.g. “sustainable”

—— Shouldn’t this just be that future user’s 
of the park should reflect the principles 
of the park trust (as a condition of their 
lease)?

—— Leave setting world benchmarks to the 
judgement of others. Public transport 
is a fine ideal but private transport is 
practical for children, dogs and those 
with mobility issues and is functional 
24/7.

—— Sustainability is essential to ensure that 
Callan Park is retained as a community 
resource long into the future.

—— I hope the ‘health’ and ‘education’ 
includesmental health facilities.

—— implications of agreeing with this are 
too hazy and unclear - esp economic 
sustainability

—— Why is mental health missing from the 
questionnaire?I cannot agree with such 
vague statements.

—— agreeing with economic sustainability 
should not be taken as license to ruin 
the sanctuary-like character of park 
sympathetic with mental health by turn-
ing into events park

—— This is rather obvious; I agree with it on 
the condition that the prime health use 
of the park is to help those with mental 
illness.

ABOVE LEFT. Future Development of Health, not-for-profit 
Community and not-for-profit Education Facilities at Callan Park 
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